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DATCP Fish Health

National model for fish 
health programs

Requirements:

– Import permits

–Health certificates 

–Record-keeping

–Reportable diseases

Veterinary education

Fish farmer education





Wisconsin Aquaculture Species 

Raised
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And of course



Numbers

2551 Fish Farms – Type 1

205 Fish Farms – Type 2

82 Fish Farms - Type 3

2838 Total

45 TROUT FARMS

11 Atlantic salmon 

4 Coho and chinook salmon 
(resource hatcheries) 



Likelihood for 
a disease to 

occur

Consequences 
if disease 

occurs

Whether 
regulation 

is 
appropriate



Move fish from farm to farm

(no fish health certificate)

Your farm
Another 
person’s 

farm



Move fish from your farm to stock 

into lakes or rivers or non-

registered ponds

(Need Fish Health Certificate)

Your farm
Stocking lake 

or river or non-
registered pond



Universities 

for research Bait

Natural waters:

Lakes and streams

Hatcheries:  

state, tribal, 

private

Fish health import regulations



Post-1997 FOR IMPORTS

VHS

IHN

Whirling Disease



Reporting OIE Reportable 

Diseases
DATCP 

DNR (if it affects wild populations)

USDA (APHIS)- within 24 hours

OIE- within 24 hours



Reportable Disease (not 

necessarily actionable)
 Channel catfish virus 

 Enteric septicemia of catfish 

 Epizootic hematopoietic necrosis 

 Infectious hematopoietic necrosis 

 Largemouth bass virus 

 Mycobacteriosis infection 

 Oncorhynchus masou virus disease 

 Proliferative kidney disease 

 Spring viremia of carp 

 Streptococcus iniae

 Viral hemorrhagic septicemia 

 Whirling disease (Myxobolus cerebralis) 

 White sturgeon iridovirus



Formulating a Plan of  Action

What if you get a positive 

VHS test result?

What would you do?

What would your state do?



Response
(Based on Experience)

Quarantine

Re-test

Depopulation

Disposal

Disinfection

Re-test

 Indemnity (?)

Return to business



Formulating a Plan of  Action

 First step: Quarantine

 How many fish do we need to sample to 

confirm our diagnosis?

 From which ponds/tanks should we sample?

 Do we want to sample in other locations?

 What containment steps should we take?

 What do we do if it is confirmed?



Hatchery 2

LOS

Perimeter Buffer



END

QUESTIONS?
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H WD

VHS

TB

AI

Fno

H Heterosporosis (farms); VHS viral hemorrhagic 

septicemia (farms);WD whirling disease; Fno Francisella 

noatunensis; IHN Infectious hematopoetic necrosisTB

bovine tuberculosis; AI highly pathogenic avian influenza

IHN



Table 4. Interpretation of risk 

estimates

VHS (farms)

Heterosporosis

Whirling Disease

Francisella

Bovine Tuberculosis

HP Avian Influenza

IHN from west coast



How?

1. Look at the 14 point biosecurity 
principals

2. Write your farm’s plan

3. Have your plan reviewed or audited

4. Revisit plan annually

5. Revise plan when disease 
information in the state changes or 
farm practices change



14 Points

1. Biosecurity responsibility

2. Training

3. Line of Separation (LOS)

4. Perimeter Buffer Area (PBA)

5. Personnel

6. Wild Birds and Predators

7. Equipment and Vehicles

8. Mortality Disposal 



14 Points

9.   Fish Waste Management

10.  Replacement Fish

11.  Water Supply

12.  Feed 

13. Reporting of Elevated Morbidity     
and Mortality

14. Audit


